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R 191938Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 100405 

FOLLOWING REPEAT PARIS 12414, ACTION SECSTATE INFO GENEVA 
USUN 17 APR: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 12414 
NESCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SHUM, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNESCO: DUMITRESCU 

1 . PERRENOUD (FRENCH), ACTING LEGAL ADVISER SAYS THERE 
IS NO PROBLEM IN GOING TO ICJ FOR ADVISORY OPINION, AND 
ROMANIAN RESERVATIONS TO CONVENTION ARE NOT CONTROLLING. 

2. WHAT DOES CONTROL IS THE UNESCO CONSTITUTION, ON 
WHICH NO RESERVATIONS CAN BE ENTERED. ARTICLE TWELVE, 

LEGAL STATUS OF THE ORGANIZATION, AND NUMBERED PARAS. 

2 AND 3 OF THE FOOTNOTE (PAGE 19 OF THE ENGLISH VERSION, 

MANUAL OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1977 EDITION) CLEARLY 
GIVES UNESCO AUTHORITY TO SEEK ADVISORY OPINION, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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REGARDLESS OF ROMANIAN RESERVATIONS TO OTHER DOCUMENTS. 

3. PERRENOUD FURTHER SAID THAT ARTICLE FIVE, PARA. 

ELEVEN OF CONSTITUTION GOVERNS JURISDICTION. THIS 
ARTICLE READS ' BETWEEN SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL CON- 
FERENCE, THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MAY REQUEST ADVISORY 
OPINIONS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE ON 
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LEGAL QUESTIONS ARISING WITHIN THE FIELD OF THE 
ORGANIZATION'S ACTIVITIES." THIS CONSTITUTES BLANKET 
AUTHORITY FOR THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO ACT BETWEEN SES- 
SIONS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. HOWEVER, WHEN THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE IS IN SESSION, IT SEEKS THE ADVISORY 
OPINION. THERE IS NO REPEAT NO PROVISION FOR THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD S RECOMMENDING TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
THAT IT SEEK AN ADVISORY OPINION, AND IN PERRENOUD'S 
VIEW, IT CANNOT DO THIS. EACH ORGAN HAS ITS OWN JURIS- 
DICTION. 

HEATER UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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